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FOR ALL WHO ARE INTERESTEO IN RAILWAYS 


Locomotive fans in Victoria have really had a feast over 
the past summer. With through running interstate and a 
bumper wheat harvest, the loco fleet has been stretched to 
the limit, to the point that V/Line had to hire locos to oper- 
ate the standard gauge to Albury. While through running 
to Adelaide works quite successfully it is disappointing to 
see through running to Sydney still to be worked out to 
everyones’ satisfaction. 

With a forecast four million ton wheat harvest this year, 
Clyde Engineering have offered to extend the BL class 

_ order for AN by five locos and sell them to V/Line. If this 
works out they should be in service by Christmas. 

Due to teething problems with the A class and the first P 
class yet to enter service, this has allowed the E, F and W 
class locos to remain in service longer than they really 
should have. 

With so many different classes of locos operating at the 
moment large groups of fans are trackside each weekend 
recording the history on film and tape. Some days 
Sunshine is so popular it is just about necessary to 

_ organise official photo lines. 


Front Cover: The remains of a bygone era looks on 
quietly at Branxholme as T409 leads C508 on an Up 
empty block wheat train ex Portland. S303 and 304 are 
a on the former Casterton branch. 18.1.84. (Mal 
Austin 
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Opposite above: S304 and 302 haul a block wheatie 
Bey Warracknabeal and Batchica on 10.1.84. (Bruce 
Payne 


Opposite below: T382 arrives at Yelta on a Down goods 
on Mon.9.1.84. (Frank Strik) 
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Bumper Wheat Harvest 


The era of the country branch wheat line is finished. 
No more will we see a T class chugging along the 
Mallee and Wimmera back blocks dropping off a few 
GYs at each and every silo, retrieve the full trucks in 
the next day or two and drag the lot to the junction sta- 
tion where a few more trucks and another T class will 
be added for the long and slow journey to the sub-ter- 
minal or terminal. 

Today, in theory at least, the bulk of the harvest is 
handled by block hopper trains loading at a minimum 
number of silos called Central Receiving Points and 
speeding the load to the sea board and returning the 
empty trucks to the CRP on a 24-hour turnaround. 
The successful working of the CRPs is based on the 
willingness of the grain grower to cart the grain by road 
a much longer distance and to fewer silos than in the 
past. Needless to say, the road trucking industry has 
jumped at this new opportunity and has responded 
with semi trailer tip trucks and tray trucks pulling high 
capacity trailers adapted for grain cartage. In many 
cases economics dictates that once the grain is loaded 
into one of these trucks, and a permit can be obtained, 
the vehicle may as well by-pass the nearest CRP and 
continue to the closest sub-terminal or terminal. The 
rail monopoly on long-haul grain movement has been 
broken. 

The change in policy on grain handling and transport 
has been coming for several years. The first silo to 
switch exclusively to road handling was at Shelbourne 
in 1969 following bushfire damage to the rail track. 
Since then, V/Line has surrendered the direct cartage 
from silos on those branch lines such as Lubeck - 
Bolangum, where track conditions have so deteriorated 
that trains cannot be run in safety, or those lines that 
have been closed, eg. Balmoral. Contract road hauliers 
are hired for the task. 

The first of the record harvests in recent years, 
1978/79, exposed serious deficiencies in handling 
methods. Slow turnaround of rail trucks at terminals 
due to obsolete design of tarpaulin covered, side dis- 
charge rail wagons and dead end discharge sidings cre- 
ated a truck shortage of colossal magnitude and caused 
havoc up country where silos were at bursting point. 
V/Line responded by converting GYs to bottom dis- 
charge GHs and making more hopper wagons availa- 
ble. 

The GEB was a little slower to respond. Despite the 
deficiencies in the rail system, V/Line has been pre- 
pared to work grain trains around the clock six days a 
week, in order to place empty trucks and clear loaded 
ones from silos Not so the GEB. Silos were generally 
worked on a Monday to Friday, eight hours or less day 
shift basis by casual labour with no adjustment for 
daylight saving time. City readers should note that 
daylight saving deprives the grain growers of one hour 
of delivery time in late afternoon due to the need to 
wait until a certain time after dawn for the grain to dry. 
This 9 to 5 mentality was no help to the grain grower, 
nor was the attitude of some casual staff. One story the 
writer heard during the 1980/81 harvest was that an 
operator at one of the smaller silos closed the silo dur- 
ing mid week so that he could attend the races. 
Nevertheless, on occasions silos have operated on 
restricted hours or closed early because empty rail 
trucks have not been delivered that day. 
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Additional pressures were also imposed on the han- 
dling and transport system by advances in harvesting 
machinery that enabled the crop to be harvested faster 
and in greater volume than previously. This means 
that enormous quantities of grain arrive at the silo ina 
very short period whereas the system as originally 
designed, was for smaller volumes spread over a longer 
period. 

Some effective solutions had to be found but it took 
at least three years before the present trial methods 
were, by a mixture of forward planning and short term 
expediency, finally adopted. Plans were made to speed 
up the discharge rate at the North Geelong terminal by 
a new unloading station built on a loop. This would 
eliminate the time consuming shunting at the existing 
dead end discharge sidings. New arrival sidings were 
laid on the Ballarat line, north of North Geelong ‘C’ 
Box and most of the silo loop built in 1981. And here 
progress halted. The drought eased the pressure on 
finishing the project. 

The ending of the drought and the indications of a 
record coming harvest pushed matters on. The silo 
loop and unloader were hurried to completion late in 
1983. Announcements of grain freight increases 
brought howls of protest from grain growers who have 
maintained over the years that grain receipts are sub- 
sidising the rest of the rail system. Added to this is V/ 
Line’s locomotive shortage. A solution therefore had 
to be found to handle a record harvest with fewer 
locomotives than normal and at the same time keep 
freight costs down so as to lessen grain growers’ comp- 
laints. Thus was born the concept of 14 Central 
Receival Points and 70 overflow stations to be serviced 
by daily trains, the balance of silos (almost 200), 
receiving no trains until after the harvest period. A 
description of this system was published in the October 
oe Newsrail and V/Line Update No 7, November 
1983. 

The above comments are background to my report 
on an inspection tour of the harvest in the western half 
of Victoria from Tuesday, 27th December to Friday, 
30th December 1983. 


We departed from Geelong early in the morning, 
heading north to Donald. When passing through 
Ballarat we noted numerous locos at the depot; S312, 
T324-337-364-370, 407, Y154-155 and W243-247- 
252-258-259. On arrival at Maryborough at 08 45 we 
were confronted by several rakes of GYs, T327-362 on 
an Up wheat GY train, X43 on a Down empty, T401 
and van and 20RT away on a siding. None of the trains 
looked like moving for a while so we continued on. 
Our first real taste of the harvest was enjoyed at 
Dunolly where there was plenty of action on both rail| 
and road. Yard pilot Y150 was scudding about, shuf- 
fling GYs into various sidings. B84-T386 waited in the 
goods shed road ready to couple onto a string of 
empties and return north. The streets near the road 
discharge point were filled with growers’ and contract 
carters’ trucks and semi-trailers. 
Further on at Bealiba all was quiet. A few GYs were! 
in the silo road but nothing was happening apart from| 
the station officer and local ganger having a yarn on the| 
platform. In contrast St Arnaud was very busy receiv- 
ing grain at the silos. At 09 45, S311 and X36 rolled in| 
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from Donald at the head of a GY train, halted for a few 
minutes and then proceeded south. 

The silos at Sutherland, Swanwater and Cope Cope 
were operating as was the large silo facility at the 
Donald Meatworks Siding. Here at 10 20 yard pilot 
Y153 was busy retrieving a long rake of loaded 
VHGYs and taking them into the Donald yard. A very 
_ long queue of road trucks waited for discharge. 

At Donald was seen two rakes of GYs and engines 
_ B79, X54 and T347. Pausing for refreshments, we 
missed seeing the arrival of T346 and X39 at around 
11 30. Upon leaving the town for Charlton we noted 
six locos in the yard. 
_ We motored across to Charlton at a leisurely pace 
and arrived shortly after 14 00. There was nothing in 
| the yard but 16RT. A rake of GYs was present in the 
silo siding at the flour mill and stretching away from 
the silo approach road for more than a kilometre was a 
queue of 47 road-trucks. A chalked sign indicated that 
the silo had operated earlier that day from 07 00 to 
12 00 and also on the previous day for the same hours. 
Both these days were the public holidays for Christmas 
and Boxing Day so it can be seen that the GEB has cer- 
tainly altered its ways. 
Near the far end of the queue alongside the High 
| School we came across an enormous triple bay earthen 
bunker still in the course of erection. The construction 
machinery was working at full pace and blanketing that 
end of town in dust. Bunkers were being employed on 
a wide scale both to hold the overflow and to store the 
local harvest at those silos not scheduled to receive 
trains. 
While admiring this handiwork, a whistle alerted us 
to the imminent arrival of T383-325 from the North 
on a GY train. The train halted at the station and added 
the GYs from the silo road before continuing south at 
14 25. 
The next point up the line is Wycheproof, now 
designated a CRP. Eleven VHGYs were at the silos to 


the north of the township and accompanying them was 
convincing proof of the CRP concept in the form of a 
truck queue stretching from the weighbridge, through 
the yard and down the Birchip road for nigh on 1'4 
kilometres. We counted 75 trucks in the queue, many 
of them being semi-trailer types. The drivers had 
equipped themselves for the long wait by bringing 
along folding chairs and lunch boxes. 

The silos at Dumosa, Nullawill and Culgoa were not 
operating that day but had queues of trucks waiting for 
tomorrow. A new bunker had just been completed at 
Culgoa. 

The other CRP on the Kulwin line is Berriwillock 
and here at 15 50 we came across B83 and X51 on the 
remaining half of a block train. Eleven VHGYs were in 
the silo road along with the locos. The train crew were 
waiting for the last hopper to be filled and when this 
was completed the engines coupled to the train, did a 
brake test and whistled out for Wycheproof. 

We then drove north to Sea Lake and noted the sad 
deterioration of this once busy station. The yard is 
overgrown, the goods shed beginning to disintegrate 
and the paint on the station office peeling off in great 
flakes. There were no rail trucks present and the silo 
was closed. A truck queue was being formed for the 
next day. A large bunker was sited north of the goods 
yard. We stopped for the night at Sea Lake. 

Early next morning, Wednesday, 28th December, 
we left Sea Lake to continue our inspection to the west 
and south. Initially motoring north, we passed through 
Nyarrin where a rake of GYs stood at the silo and then 
on to Speed on the Mildura line. Nothing doing here 
nor at Tempy at this early hour. We passed through 
Ouyen at 06 45 in time to see double-headed Ts disap- 
pearing towards Donald on a long GY consist. In the 
yard was B79 on a short Down goods along with 4RT. 
Several rakes of GYs were at the silo end of the yard 
and at 0700 the silo opened for business. Growers’ 
trucks choked the silo approaches. 


$311 and X36 pause briefly at St Arnaud on their way south. (Norm Houghton) 
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Moving west we proceeded first to Galah, where 
most of the harvest has been buried in a large bunker, 
and then to Walpeup. Several growers trucks waited at 
the silo. Turning south, we crossed the desert to 
Patchewollock, arriving here at 0800. Two huge 
bunkers have been built on the south side of the rail- 
way station and a line of road trucks stretched east and 
west from one bunker. The rail track is in very poor 
condition, bobbing and weaving across the sandy land- 
scape like strands of demented spaghetti, and it is 
matched in dilapidation by the station office with its 
broken windows and distinct lean to the east. 

Hopetoun was very busy when we rolled into town at 
08 55. Two rakes of GYs were stabled in the yard and 
another rake was under the silo chute being filled with 
grain. The silo was open for receivals and the inevitable 
truck queue meandered out the gate and along the 
road. 

There was no activity at Goyura. The silo and 
bunker at Rosebery were operating. The rail track is 
being re-sleepered in these parts and at Rosebery stood 
several trucks of sleepers in readiness for the sleeper 
machines that were working at Brim. The north- 
ernmost CRP on this line is at Beulah and here both 
sets of silos were open. A large number of road trucks 
were lined up at the top silos and a rake of GYs stood 
in the station yard. 

Two large bunkers at Brim were receiving the har- 
vest from a number of local growers. Further down the 
line another bunker was receiving its fill at Lah, as was 
the silo at Batchica. The CRP at Warracknabeal was 
very busy. Both silos were operating and more than 40 
road trucks were lined up along the Jeparit Road. One 
of the truck drivers was a woman. There was no 
activity down at the rail yard where 34RT stood alone 
in the deserted sidings. 

The block train for the day was not due until the 
afternoon and would probably be late, as was explained 
to us by an interested local, because it had to come all 
the way from Portland and anything could happen over 
that distance. He was right. Growers were critical of 
hopper trains arriving late or failing to turn up at all 
resulting in CRPs becoming full and being compelled 
to shut short of their allotted 16 hours a day. This in 
turn led growers spending excessive time in truck 
queues; the record at that time was 28% hours for one 
hapless soul at Nhill. V/Line maintained that, while 
there were some local difficulties, their overall wagon 
movement plan was running ahead of schedule with 
23,368 movements to 29th December, 1983 compared 
to a proposed 22,853. It seems that the difficulties were 
caused by the harvest being larger than anticipated and 
derailments on the Portland line. 

Leaving Warracknabeal, we headed across to Jeparit 
to another CRP, and arrived at 10 50 to find organised 
chaos at the silos. The siting of the rail yard next to the 
main street makes it difficult to form a truck aueue 
along the road so side by side positioning was in use. 
Position in the queue was controlled by registration 
numbers chalked on a blackboard. There were no rail 
trucks present. South at Tarranyurk a bunker was in 
the course of erection. The bunker at Antwerp was 
being filled from a line of growers’ trucks while at 
Arkona the silo was taking grain. At 11 15 we scooted 
through Dimboola, another CRP, and noted a long 
line of trucks in front of the silos. We watched the 
departure of S305-313 on a Down empty GY train. 
Yard pilot Y137 was busy shunting and T357 was 
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stabled at the loco depot. The silos at Wail and Pim- 
pinio were working and near the latter place T381-326 
sped past heading west with a long string of empty 
GYs. At Dahlen, where nothing was happening, we 
turned across country for Murtoa and arrived there at 
noon. The CRP at Marmalake was extremely busy 
with trucks lining three approach roads. The only rail 
trucks in evidence was a rake of empty GYs in the 
Murtoa yard. Y148 was on pilot duty. We paused for 
lunch trackside, dipping into the vastly proportioned 
and stocked hamper that we customarily carry on these 
trips. The block train for the Warracknabeal line was 
due out at 12 30 but there was no sign of it. We left at 
13 00 and followed the main line to Ararat. 

The Glenorchy silo was operating and in the siding 
were several VHGYs. Further on at Stawell 5ORT was 
busy retrieving loaded GYs from the silo siding. Ararat 
was reached at 14 00 just in time to observe the arrival 
from Portland of a block hopper train behind C503 and 
T386. These engines cut off and immediately pro- 
ceeded to the depot for servicing. There were quite a 
few locos at the depot: S300-303; T338-350-368-391- 
397 and W263. 

Turning south, we made for Portland. Nothing of 
note occured on the way to Hamilton. A loaded GH 
train bound for Portland was ahead but it had too 
much of a start for us to overtake it. There was only 
minimal activity at Hamilton. Four rakes of GYs 
minus tarpaulins, were stabled in the yard. Further on 
at the 373 kilometre post, the overturned wreckage of 
six VHGYs indicated a recent derailment. Arrival at 
Portland was at 17 40. Down at the freight yard T356- 
392 were coupling onto the Up evening goods. Y159 
was the yard pilot. 18RT was also present. Most of the 
action was around at the wharf sidings where Y147 was 
hauling a rake of GHs to the Sorting Sidings prior to 
the Portland Harbour Trust rail tractor taking over. 

A new Departure Siding, complete with overhead 
lights has recently been laid between the Exchange and 
Sorting Sidings. When loaded block trains arrive at the 
Exchange, the engines cut off and run around to the 
Departure Siding where a complete train of 33 empties 
awaits. Train examiners and their compressors have 
been installed here so that trains can be made up and 
brake tested without locomotives. Meanwhile, the pilot 
couples onto the inwards train and follows the light 
engines. Once the line is clear the pilot drags the train 
past the Departure Siding and into the Sorting Sidings. 
Here the PHT tractor fishes out the hoppers, six at a 
time, and takes them to the entrance of the unloading 
chutes. A rubber tyred tractor fitted with a buffer beam 
then pushes the hoppers through the rail unloader. A 
separate area is devoted to unloading road trucks and 
there were plenty of these large capacity vehicles on 
the silo approaches. 

There were four block trains a day scheduled into 
Portland in addition to two GH trains and the terminal 
unloaders were supposedly on shifts 24 hours each day 
to empty the trains. We stayed the night at Portland. 

Next morning we checked the rail activity at 07 00 
The PHT tractor had just commenced working and was 
removing the last rake of empties from the unloader 
Yard pilot Y147 had shortly before finalised making uf 
an outwards empty block train. An inwards block trair 
was due at 09 00 but was running late. Having taker 
the precaution of arming ourselves with reams oj 
tourist literature we spent the next three hours looking 
at the town sights. 
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At 09 00 the silo unloading staff appeared but had 
nothing to do. The two men on the PHT tractor had 
earlier retired to their hut and made yet another cup of 
tea. Around at the Exchange Sidings the loco crew and 
shunters waited. We continued sightseeing until 09 50 
when a whistle indicated the arrival of C503 and T386 
on the tardy block train. As if to make up for the delay, 
in the next twenty minutes C503 and T386 coupled to 
the Up empty train, Y147 pulled the hoppers around to 
the Sorting Sidings, the PHT tractor darted across for a 
load and the Up block train departed for Ararat with 
T386 leading. 

We paced the train to Heywood to get a few photo- 
graphs and the headed for Geelong. Next day, Friday 
30 December, we checked activities at the North 
Geelong silos. 

The arrangement of the North Geelong yard with its 
old loop plus the new silo loop means that grain trains 
can arrive from the North and East, be taken to the 
unloader and returned to the yard to be despatched 
North and East with a minimum of shunting. H1 was 
employed on the silo loop for bottom discharge wagons 
while a Y class pilot attended to movements on the 
dead-end unloaders where GYs and some bottom dis- 
charge wagons are used. 
| Road transport was also very much in evidence and 
| during an hour’s observation in the morning peak one 

vehicle arrived every five minutes. There does not 
_ appear to be a real threat to rail cartage by road vehicles 

as yet, mainly because there is a very limited unloading 
capacity at North Geelong for road vehicles, but 
pressure from grain growers who wish to use road 
transport and can secure permits will no doubt remedy 
this deficiency in the future. And lest anyone doubt 
road transports capability, it should be pointed out that 
_ acouple of 22-wheel semi-trailers with enough capacity 


for two GY loads rumbled past our vantage point. The 
vehicles came from the far reaches of Victoria and 
Interstate and we noted trucks from Euston, Quam- 
batook, Deniliquin, Bendigo and Swan Hill. Women 
drivers were also observed. 


Midway through the harvest it was reported that the 
trial CRP Option was working successfully and proof 
was offered in the fact that more grain had been shifted 
by rail than in the corresponding period for the pre- 
vious record harvest. At that point the estimated size 
of the harvest was put at 4.5 million tonnes, an all time 
record. 


The days of the shorter and more decrepit branch 
wheat lines will be drawing to a close should the CRP 
Option Trial prove a success and the Option become 
standard practice in the future. In transferring a por- 
tion of the transport responsibility, and therefore the 
costs, back onto the grain grower and the road 
transport industry meeting this new demand for short 
and long haul grain movements, the State and 
politicans are not only relieved of some of the criticism 
on the rail freight rates but also have less pressure on 
them to provide scarce capital funds to renew worn out 
branch lines. 


The V/Line branches to the non-grain growing areas 
have been rationalised in recent years. Now it is the 
turn of the grain lines. There are, so the new policy 
implies, too many silos too close together to enable the 
inherent advantages of fast, high capacity, line haul 
rail transport to be realised. 


This writer’s observations of grower reaction and V/ 
Line performamce suggests it would be economic 
lunacy not to adopt the trial policy on a permanent 
basis, so here’s good bye to the smaller sidings on the 
CRP lines and the branch lines lacking CRPs. 


T386 and C506 get the road at Heywood on their way north with an empty block hopper train. 


(Norm Houghton) 
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Below: S311 and X41 haul a long rake of 4 wheelers down the 


Above: T7412 leads a triple header as they keep the traffic 
main street of Wycheproof. 


moving on the Portland line. 


MOVING THE WHEAT 


Above: H2 unloading barley (ex Dunolly) at the new Geelong unloading complex, 9.30 am, Tues.29.11.83. (Roger 


Gillard) 


Below: GY’s stores at Hamilton on 2.8.83 prior to the start of the grain haulage. There were a similar number behind 
the photographer. (A. Brehaut) 


At “C” Box 


During the peak of the recent grain harvest the writer 
spent more than an hour near North Geelong ‘C’ Box 
on Friday, 30th December, 1983 and recorded several 
hectic and interesting movements. 

North Geelong ‘C’ Box has been on the northern 
end of the loop since 1912 and controls the inward and 
outwards movements on the Ballarat line. Movements 
can be made from the North Geelong yard, from the 
new grain arrival sidings and silo loop and from the 
main line to Melbourne. 

The loop was originally opened for traffic on 21st 
December, 1903 as an aid to the movement of wheat 
from the North-West to Williamstown. 

The major reason for building the loop was an 
upsurge in grain traffic and a belief that Geelong would 
not be able to handle the harvest, hence the diversion 
of some of this traffic to Melbourne. A new signal box 
(the present ‘A’ box), plus a coal stage and water sup- 
ply were provided at the loop. 

Six months later in May 1904 the loop was closed, 
seemingly for good, apparently because it was not serv- 
ing its original purpose. By 1912 traffic increases on the 
Melbourne - Geelong - Gheringhap line contributed to 
such congestion and inefficient locomotive useage in 
shunting through trains at Geelong that the overgrown 
loop was reopened on 3rd December, 1912. 

We arrived on the site at 14 00 and noted the follow- 
ing dispositions: T354-398-362-327 on a Down empty 
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block hopper train was receiving a brake test away 
down the yard. $313 on a Down Adelaide freight was 
refuged near ‘C’ Box. X31 on a Down tanker train had 
just arrived via the loop and was setting back to refuge 
alongside S313. In the grain arrival sidings was H1, 
having shortly before coupled to a long rake of loaded 
GHs, waiting to proceed to the silo loop. At 14.10 X31 
was clear so H1 was given the road and slowly hauled 
away its creaking and groaning load. 

Once the main line loop was clear the signals were 
set for through running and at 14 25 C509 on an Up 
interstate freight rolled in from Gheringhap and took 
the loop to the Melbourne line. 

Twenty minutes later at 14 45 T338 on a laden GH 
train from the east laboured around the loop and con- 
tinued into the grain arrival sidings. The loco cut off 
immediately and proceeded to the depot. By 14 55 the 
line was clear so X31 was given the nod and a staff and 
sent off to Gheringhap. 

Out at Gheringhap T364-407 on an Up GH grain 
train was halted and refuged. A little after 15 00 X31 
had cleared the section T354-398-362-327 on the hop- 
per train was sent off at a cracking pace. At 15 30 the 
road was clear so T364-407 was sent on its way and 
powered into the grain arrival sidings a few minutes 
later. 

By this time it had commenced raining so it was time 
to call it a day. 


C509 rolls passed the North Geelong “C” Box and onto the Loop line. 


ros ES e509 
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Above: In the sidings near North Geelong “C” Box are T354, $313 and X31. 


Below: The sleepy quietness of Bannockburn is blasted by the roar of T354-398-362-327 hurrying an empty block 
hopper train north. (All photos Norm Houghton) 
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¢ - (empty) 3918-0. 
Tractive power... ..13.665 /bs (/60 /bs press”. : / 
Built by Beyer Peacock § C2 1874 N28 125 (Pattern engine} 
- «Phoenix Foundry C® 1884-85 NO 243 2S 252 255 PIT 253 
26/ 263 265 267 268 271 273 278 277 273 281 28R 


rc. 2 O (Empty) 


1958 [bs (140 Ibs. press£é ) 
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The practice of importing a ‘pattern’ engine for most 
new locomotive designs introduced on Victorian Rail- 
ways persisted until the turn of the century. In order to 
provide engine power for the hundreds of miles of new 
lines either under construction or planned in the 1870s 
and 1880s an early attempt at some degree of standar- 
disation was made. 

The pattern engine in this case was imported in 1874 
from Beyer Peacock & Co, Manchester, England and 
entered service in June, 1874 as VR No.125. This was 
a 0-6-0 with 4’ 3” dia. wheels and a six-wheeled tender 
and 130 p.s.i. boiler pressure, the engine developed 
10,670 Ib. tractive effort. It had 14 sq. ft. grate area and 
total heating surface of 835.85 sq. ft. of which 71 sq. ft. 
was direct firebox surface. Weight in working order of 
engine and tender was 50 ton 13 cwt. The length over 
buffers was 42’ 8". 

After ten years operation on light lines of the 
system, the newly appointed Locomotive Superinten- 
dent, Solomon Mirls (1878-90) recommended to the 
Government in September, 1884, the award of a con- 
tract for construction of 18 additional 0-6-0’s based on 
the design of No.125, but modified in the light of 
operating experience, such as increased water capacity 
of 2600 gallons in the tender. 

This order was duly given to the Phoenix Foundry 
Company, at Ballarat, which had successfully tendered 
for manufacture and supply of locomotives for the Vic- 
torian Railways, both of local design and after an 
imported pattern. The additional engines were all 
delivered in 1884-85 and were allotted odd numbers 
249-283 in the goods series. In the 1886 classification, 
they became the T class. In order Phoenix builders 
Nos. 136-153 inclusive were allocated. 
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The Phoenix-built engines were similar in most 
respects, save the cab which was of timber construc- 
tion, affording better protection to the crew than the 
scanty English model. The running plate was straight 
and both leading and driving wheels were provided 
with small splashers above footplate level. The oval 
brass builder’s plates were affixed to the driving wheel 
splashers on either side as well as the centre of the 
tender sides. With the same sized wheels and cylin- 
ders, the boiler was slightly enlarged in diameter, 
increasing the heating surface marginally, while the 
grate area was increased to 16 sq. ft. 

The steam distribution to the inside cylinders was 
controlled by Stephenson valve gear, with lever and 
ratchet reverse. The boilers were of the raised round 
top pattern identical to those fitted to the F class 2-4-0 
passenger engines, built previously after an engine 
imported with No.125 from Beyer Peacock & Co, by 
the Phoenix Foundry. This carried increased pressure 
of 140 p.s.i., increasing the starting tractive effort at 
75% mean effective pressure to 11,950 lb. Total weight 
of the Phoenix engines was 57 ton 16 cwt. 

Between 1901 and 1906 all T class were reboilered 
(except No.281) with a new standard high pressure F 
and T class boiler carrying 160 p.s.i. pressure which 
increased the tractive effort to 13,660 lb. at 80% 
M.E.P. The new boiler included a larger smokebox 
with a shapely cast iron funnel in place of the original 
built-up model. Ramsbottom safety valves above the 
firebox replaced the original Salter spring balance 
valves on the dome. | 

The T class proved most useful and versatile engines 
which worked on most of the light branch lines, where 
they worked passenger, mixed and goods trains. In 
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1890 their allocation was Maryborough, Ballarat and 
Seymour, one each; Ararat and Benalla, six each and 
Stawell, four. All the engines were provided with new 
cylinder castings between 1895 and 1908. As they 
required major repair after 1916, T class engines were 
condemned and broken up at Newport, but two were 
sold out of the service: No.267 to the Kerang & 
Koondrook Tramway in November 1921, where it 
worked for almost thirty years, and No.279 to Baxter & 
Saddler, for railway construction in South Australia in 
1915. No.267 came back into VR ownership in 1952, 
but was soon cut up. 

In 1923-24, four survivors were renumbered into a 
compact group: T251 to 91; T255 to 92; T265 to 94 and 
T249 to 90. Of these, Nos.92 and 94 were modified in 
1933 for use at Newport Power Station, with flangeless 
main driving wheels and tenders from scrapped W 
class Baldwins having a fixed leading wheel and a trail- 
ing bogie for negotiating the tight curves. Both were 
with drawn in March 1951 and No.94 has been 
preserved at the North Williamstown Railway 
Museum. It will reach its centenary on 11th December, 
1984. 

On the Victorian Railways acquiring the privately- 
owned Deniliquin & Moama Railway in 1923, that 
Company’s four Beyer Peacock-built T class engines 
were added to stock. Nos.1, 2 and 4 retained their 
original numbers, but No.3 was renumbered as VR 
No.96, which outlived its brethren by two years until 
finally withdrawn in September 1927. 

A summary of the history of individual engines of T 
class is appended. (JLB). 


1257 at North Melbourne Loco in 1919. (ARHS Archives) 


100th Anniversary of Locomotive T94 

This event will be celebrated on Sunday, 15th April, 
1984. It is intended to run a steam shuttle service from 
Spencer St to North Williamstown so that you can visit 


the Railway Museum to see T94. 


First Second 1 Joye Builder’s Date in Date Date off 

No. No. Puldy Number service reboilered Register Hates 

125 = Beyer, Peacock & Co. 1268 6/1874 12/1906 4/1918 

249 90 Phoenix Foundry Co. 136 9/1884 8/1902 12/1926 

251 91 » » ” 137 10/1884 8/1902 11/1927 

253 — » ” »” 138 10/1884 7/1905 5/1919 

255 92 » » » 139 10/1884 1/1905 3/1951 

257 _ »” » ” 140 11/1884 7/1905 10/1920 

259 _ >» »” » 141 11/1884 11/1905 1/1926 

261 - ” ” ” 142 11/1884 4/1902 1/1916 

263 — >» »” » 143 12/1884 9/1903 8/1917 

265 94 » » » 144 12/1884 11/1901 3/1951 Preserved 1/1962 

267 _ » » » 145 12/1884 5/1905 11/1921 Sold K & K Twy 

269 _ » » » 146 12/1884 12/1901 1/1926 

271 — » » » 147 1/1885 4/1902 11/1916 

273 _ ” »” » 148 1/1885 1/1905 5/1919 

275 - » » » 149 1/1885 9/1902 7/1916 

277 _ » » » 150 2/1885 11/1903 8/1917 

279 — »” » » 151 2/1885 12/1903 3/1915 Sold Baxter & Saddler 

281 _ » » ” 152 1/1885 not 1/1916 

283 — ” » » 153 1/1885 4/1902 11/1916 
_ 96 Beyer, Peacock & Co. 1664* 12/1923 not 9/1927 ex D&M Rly. Co. 
- T-1l Beyer, Peacock & Co. 1588* 12/1923 not 5/1925 exD&M Rly. Co. 
_ T-2 Beyer, Peacock & Co. 1589* 12/1923 not 5/1925 exD&MRly. Co. 
- T-4 Beyer, Peacock & Co. 1735* 12/1923 not 5/1925 exD&M Rly. Co. 


*Built 1876, 1875, 1875 and 1878, respectively for Deniliquin & Moama Railway Co. 


Total in Class = 23 
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1267 rests at Koondrook as it waits its next turn of duty. (ARHS Archives) 
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VETERAN 
T CLASS 


Above: T92, complete with stove- 
pipe funnel at North Melbourne 
Loco during August, 1936. 


Opposite: D and MR No.3 
equipped with original funnel, 
cast iron lattice work railing 
around the tender, brakes on both 
engine and tender and a VR 
pattern cowcatcher. (ARHS 
Archives) 


Below: T261 on a small mixed 
consist at Tinamba in 1910. (All 
photos ARHS Archives) 
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iding north. 14.1.84. (Mal Austin) 
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General News 


Rail plan boosts grain movement: V/Line replied to 
criticism of its grain handling claiming its deliveries had 
more than matched the ability of GEB terminals to 
unload the trains. Chief general manager of transport 
operations, Mr John Hearsch said that for most of the 
harvest there had been an accumulation of wagons 
waiting to unload, which had slowed down the return 
of empty wagons to country silos. Mr Hearsch said V/ 
Line had shifted an unparalleled four million tonnes of 
grain as at Thurs.12.1.84. 

Thanks to the new system, that volume has been 
received in three weeks, less time than was taken dur- 
ing the previous record harvest of 1979-80. Mr 
Hearsch said V/Line admitted there had been some 
problems in the Wimmera, particularly in Nhill, Dim- 
boola and Jeparit where three major derailments on the 
line to Portland during the peak harvest period had 
slowed clearance of grain. He said pressures had arisen 
in other parts of the system as a result of the record 
harvest exceeding even the growers’ earlier best esti- 
mates and a four-day strike during December added to 
difficulties. 

Despite this V/Line’s deliveries to the inland ter- 
minals of Marmalake and Dunolly and to the port of 
Geelong had more than matched the capacity of those 
terminals to unload trains. For most of the harvest 
period there has been an accumulation of wagons wait- 
ing to unload, particularly at Geelong. This has 
resulted in a slowing down of empty wagons returning 
to country silos. At the close of business on 9th Janu- 
ary, a total of 30,308 wagons had been unloaded by the 
Grain Elevators Board compared with a planned 
31,698. A shortfall of only 4.4 percent. 

Overall the changed methods of handling introduced 
this season by V/Line and the GEB resulted in grain 
being received at an unprecedented rate. The four mil- 
lion tonnes received so far represents more than 90 


percent of the total estimated crop. (Bendigo Adver- 
tiser, FS) 


Trust classifies line: The Mount Alexander - Murray 
Valley railway line (from Melbourne to Echuca) has 
been classified by the National Trust. The classification 
was the result of extensive evaluation by the Trust’s 
experts and hinged on the large number of still existing 
structures dating from the opening of the line. They 
included the Elmore - Elphinstone design for station 
buildings which was peculiar to the line. The line also 
included the largest and most spectacular collection of 
early stone and iron viaducts of any line in Victoria. 
The use of local available building material also adds to 
the interest of all these structures. (FS) 


Call to open old Balmoral line: This year’s record 
grain harvest has rekindled efforts to open a direct rail 
link from the Wimmera - Mallee to Portland. The rail- 
way, from Noradjuha to Hamilton, passes through the 
five municipalities — Arapiles, Dundas, Kowree and 
Wannon shires and Hamilton City. Arapiles Shire 
secretary Mr Kerryn Shade said that the municipalities 
were united in their call for the 114-kilometre line to be 
rebuilt. Main concern was the deterioration of roads 


because of heavy road traffic since the line closed in | 


1979. Minister of Transport Mr Crabb supported the 


Balmoral railway in a letter to Arapiles Shire Council | 
when he was Opposition Member of Knox in 1980. In | 
March last year he told State Parliament the govern- | 
ment would consider reopening the line ‘in the context | 


of improving grain handling’. (PJM) 


Disposal of land: At least one farmer whose land | 
adjoins the route of the former Lancefield to Kilmore | 


railway has been offered the adjacent portion of the 
railway reserve. It would appear that the Government 
is disposing finally of this railway, which last operated 
in 1903 and was dismantled in 1917. (JAC) 


$310, in V/Line colours, on a goods ex Benalla waits in No.3 road at Wangaratta to be overtaken 
by a Down Albury Pass. Mon.12.12.83. (Russel Joyce) 


' 


Traffic 


_ WARRNAMBOOL & BRANCHES 


Warrnambool observations: A reader has supplied 
_ Newsrail with some random observations of the War- 
rnambool line: 
Thurs.5.1: 21 45, 9206 Up goods — 1334, VLCX, G, 
VLBY, ABAA, VFNX, VHBY, VHBY and CA. 
Fri.6.1: 1245, 8256 Up pass. — T1344, 27ACN, 
32BRN, 26BN, VBPY68. 
Fri.6.1: 21 45, 9206 Up goods — T1338, G, VFNX, 
VOCX, ABAA, VFNX, VHEY, VHEY, and ZLP. 
Sat.7.1: 12 45, 8256 Up pass. — B68, X42, 36ACN, 
/ 35BRN, 23BN, D350. 
_ Mon.9.1: 18 45, 8236 Up pass. — B82, CD7, 3AS, 
10BRS, 12BS and 34BE. 
Wed.11.1: 1745, 8286 Up pass. — T363, D349, 
_ 12ACN, 44BRN and 1IBN. 
Wed.11.1: 2145, 9206 Up goods — T334, VBBX, 
/  VLCX, VOCX, G, VBAX, VHEY and ZF. 
| Thurs.12.1: 12 45, 8256 Up pass. — B65, 54ACN, 
52BRN, 1BN and D345. 
Thurs.12.1: 17 45, 8286 Up pass. — X 36, VLPY140, 
_ 48ACN, 46BRN and 7BN. 
| Thurs.12.1: 21 45, 9206 Up goods — T320, G, VLEX, 
| VOCY, ALPY, VBAX and VBP. 
| Fri.13.1: 18 45, 8236 Up pass. — B81, CD7, 3AS, 
|  1OBRS, 12BS and 31BE. 
| Fri.13.1: 12.45, 8256 Up pass. 
52BRN, 1BN, VBPY92. (GC) 


SERVICETON LINE & BRANCHES 


| Busy Dimboola: Dimboola was busy on the morning 

, of Sat.14.1. At 01 30, C506 arrived in No.1 road (plat- 
form) on 9147 Down Jet. After changing crews, it pro- 

_ ceeded into a siding, the same time as T385 with 23 
GYs arrived off the Jeparit line. This train arrived No.2 

_ road and pushed back into a siding. After No.1 road 
was cleared, C504-X51-966 arrived on 9130 Up Jet, 

_ arriving No.2 road. This train ran to the Up departing 

_ signal. C506 then pushed its train back into No.1 road 
and departed at 01 50. 9130 then departed at 01 52. 
(GMcL) 


... She ain’t what she used to be. . . A typically warm 
_ Wimmera January day, with a long line of wheat trucks 
waiting to deliver their loads to the silos, provided the 
occasion for a visit, after a break of over a year, to 
inspect the many changes that have recently taken 
place at Dimboola. 
Further to Warren Doubleday’s report on CTC 
works (Newsrail, 12.83) the station yard now presents 
_a very stark contrast to the heyday of steam and even 
|to the busy diesel days of the 70s during your writer’s 
days there. All semaphore arm and disc signals have 
/been removed, along with point indicators, many of 
which still lie at various places around the yard. All 
point rods and signal wires have been disconnected 
‘from the signal box, from which motorised points to 
and from the main and branch lines are operated. All 
levers remain in the box. 
_ A number of signal posts, devoid of signals, remain 
at the Up end, while at the Down end post 10, which 
controlled all Down movements on and from Nos 1, 2, 
and dock roads, now lies face downward on the north- 
ern side of the yard almost opposite its former site, 


— B72, 54ACN, 
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together with some of the removed points and cross- 
ings. The gantry which carried posts 14B, 15, 16, 17 
and 18 is on the ground near siding F at the Down end, 
while new gantries carry the Down departure and Up 
arrival home light signals covering the new main line 
crossovers near the works depot. 

The weighbridge has been demolished, and the 
associated track ‘‘broken’’ with the points spiked to lie 
open to the loco depot, connection to which is now via 


The Up end of Dimboola Yard with signals removed from post 7 
at the end of the platform. 23.1.84. (A Brehaut) 
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T388 at the head of the Governor’s special train from Hamilton, 
sitting in the former railmotor dock at Ararat on 23.9.83. (Harry 
Shnattlebach) 


3 road and siding E. With no direct connection to 1 and 
2 roads, locos have a somewhat longer journey to and 
from those tracks as a result of the extended crossing 
loop. 

During the writer’s short stay at Dimboola, two Up 
“‘wheaties’’ hauled respectively by S-S-T and T-T were 
dispatched, along with S313 from a morning Down 
goods on a short Up goods, while Y148 idled lazily on 4 
road in the midday sun. 

Footnote: If I may venture a sentimental comment, 
it is to be hoped that if post 10 survives vandalism and 
has not already been spoken for, it may be preserved in 
some Suitable location as a notable part of what’s left of 
our railway system. (The above observations were 
made on 23.1.84.) (AB) 


Depot visits: (all at Ararat) 

Sun.1.1: $305, 309, C510, T324, 341, 356, 357, 366, 
369, 385, 386, 388, 392, 412, W263, X31, 46, Y156, 
157. 

Sun.8.1: C510, S302, 305, 307, 315, T324, 350, 359, 
381, 384, 386, 388, 390, 392, 397, 404, 405, 412, 
W263, Y137, 157. 

Sun.15.1: C508, 510, S301, 302, 309, 313, 315, T324, 
333, 345, 350, 356, 357, 375, 379, 385, 388, 404, 
405, 409, W263, Y147, 156. 

Sun.22.1: C501, $306, 309, T324, 346, 375, 376, 379, 
391, 394, 397, 404, W263, X44, Y156, 157, 159. 
Sun.29.1: C509, S302, 303, 304, T324, 345, 348, 352, 
359, 362, 372, 375, 379, 381, 391, 397, W263, 

Y137, 147, 156, 159. (PJM) 


84 


Up Dimboola pass. observations: 


Time (to 

Number Number nearest 

Date Loco car set cars 5 min.) 
Fri.30.12 $315 N2 4 08 10 
Sat.31.12 S315 N12 4 08 05 
Mon.2.1 $306 N3 4 08 05 
Tues.3.1 $312 N4 4 08 05 
Wed.4.1 $312 Nl 4 08 10 
Thurs.5.1 $312 N11 4 08 10 
Fri.6.1 $312 ? 4 08 10 
Sat.7.1 $300 N15 3 08 20 
Mon.9.1 $312 N6 4 08 10 
Tues.10.1 $312 N17 4 08 10 
Wed.11.1 $312 N4 4 08 15 
Thurs.12.1 $312 N16 4 08 15 
Fri.13.1 $312 N6 4 08 15 
Sat.14.1 $303 N12 3 08 20 
Mon.16.1 $308 N11 4 08 15 
Tues.17.1 X50 N13 4 08 10 
Wed.18.1 x45 ? 4 08 10 

Thurs.19.1 ? 
Fri.20.1 ? 
Sat.21.1 $300 N17 3 08 30 
Mon.23.1 $310 N10 4 08 05 
Tues.24.1 $310 N6 4 08 15 
Wed.25.1 $310 N4 4 08 20 
Thurs.26.1 X45 N15 4 08 25 
Fri.27.1 $312 N12 4 08 10 
Sat.28.1 $312 NS 3 08 10 
Mon.30.1 $308 N13 3 08 10 
Tues.31.1 $308 N13 4 08 15 
(PJM) 
NEWSRAIL| 


Wheat special in trouble at Stawell: On 25.1, an Up 
wheatie hauled by S305, S307, T394 with consist 
34=68, got into strife at Stawell. It arrived at the home 
signal at about 09 45. On attempting to restart, the 
second S decided to work against the train. Many tricks 
were tried, including driving the front S and the T at 
the same time, and having the station staff and 
observer placing ballast on the track. Eventually sand 
and patience were exhausted. The train was divided in 
an attempt to clear the section (and two block level- 
crossings). Even this was difficult, so the decision was 
made to re-connect the train and await the arrival of 
relief locos from Ararat. Eventually T382, C510 
arrived light, and attached to the train. It eventually 
departed as C510, T382, S305, S307, T394 at 1050 
ioe ~ front three locos doing most of the work. 
PJM 


BENDIGO LINE & BRANCHES 


Echuca - Toolamba line: A new sight occured on the 
Echuca - Toolamba line on Wed.4.1. A block train of 


_ GJF hoppers hauled by X42, passed through Kyabram 


via Echuca in the early part of the evening. 


Triple Y class: On Fri.13.1, the consist of 8041, 17 15 
Sunbury, was Y160-Y158-Y138-67BWL-1BE-75BW- 
35CP. The crew rostered to operate this pass. arrived at 
platform 5 much to their surprise, their train not only 
had loco Y138, but also Y158 and Y160. After a phone 


_ call, they were advised to take all three locos. Running 
_ times: Melbourne 1715, Footscray 17 22, Sunshine 


17 30 to 17 33, St Albans 17 37 to 17 40, Sydenham 


17 48 to 1751, Diggers Rest 1800, Sunbury 18 05. 
The train had to wait ‘line clear’ at St Albans and 
Sydenham on a slow 8039 Kyneton pass. with a single 
‘T’ loco. (BP) 


Late, but early: On Wed.8.1, the 0950 Bendigo 
passenger train being run with X54, departed Spencer 
St at 10 10, being 20 minutes late. Further delays were 
experienced with a signal block at North Melbourne, 2 
min. delay; ways and works restriction at Sunshine, 1 
min. delay; checked into Gisborne on signals, 1 min. 
delay; safe working delay at Elphinstone, 2 min. delay; 
making a total of 26 min. delay. This train arrived at 
Bendigo 5 min. ahead of time, at 11 55. With all delays 
of 26 minutes taken into account, the running time to 
Bendigo with 3 stops, Sunshine, Kyneton and Castle- 
maine, and an unscheduled stop at North Melbourne 
and Elphinstone, was 1 hour and 39 minutes. Perhaps 
it is time V/Line had a closer look at the Bendigo time 
table. 


ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 


Mpyrtleford to Bright closure: Announced that as from 
Wed.30.11.83, the Myrtleford to Bright section of the 
line has been permanently closed. Last train to run 
beyond Myrtleford was on 3rd May, 1983, when T371 
and ZLP60 ran to Porepunkah to clear four GYs. Two 
baulks have been placed across the line at Myrtleford 
ee the Standish St and Queen St level-crossings. 
IM 


Myrtleford train spotting (?): Myrtleford report for 
the period Mon.28.11.83 to Sun.8.1.84. Only trains to 
run were as follows: 


C502 is at the head of the 1930 Down Ballarat Pass on Fri.9.12 83. (Paul Jordan) 
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Mon.28.11: Goods to Myrtleford. Down arrived — 
Y172, GY and ZLP. Up departed — Y172, GY and 
ZLP. 

Thurs.29.12: Goods to Myrtleford. Down arrived — 
Y169 and ZL. Up departed — Y169, GY and ZL. 

The lack of traffic generated on this particular line, 

i explain the closure in the previous article. 

IM 


Sightings at Sunshine: On Fri.13.1, a reader compiled 

the following sightings near Sunshine: 

17 16: T346; Down pass. (PLs) — Bacchus Marsh. 

17 24: T344; Down pass. (N set) — Kyneton. 

17 29: Y160, 158, 138; Down pass. (red corridors) — 
Sunbury. 

17 35: RMS55, 43BPL; Up pass. 

17 39: T377; Up pass. — (red corridors). 

17 39: B82; Down pass. (mixed set) — Ballarat. 

de te Down pass. — (mixed airconditioned) — Swan 

ill. 
18 01: T331; Down pss. — (N set) — Kyneton. 


18 12: S303; Down pass. — (N set, 2 VBPY) — Dim- 
boola. 

18 17: DERM + 33MT; Down — Bacchus Marsh. 

18 20: DRC + MT; Up. 

18 41: X34; Up pass. (N set). 


18 44: X38; Down pass. (N set) — Ballarat. 
18 49: 55RM; Down pass. 
18 56: C506; Down goods (west line). 


19 01: Y125, 146; Down goods. 


19 03: 42215 (Candy); Down Spirit of Progress. 

19 14: X39; Up pass. 

19 29: Y138, 158, 160; Up pass. 

19 31: 64RM; Down. 

19 44: X31; Down pass. (mixed corridor) — Ballarat. 


19 $3: 
19 58: 
20 04: 
20 16: 
20 23: 


T361; Down goods — (west line). 
1346; Up (light engine). 

42217; Up Daylight. 

T338, Y136; Down goods. 

42208 (Candy); Down Southern Aurora. (HS) 


A quiet Sunday morning at Caulfield. A Down Comeng departs while L1161 on the 08 00 Up Traralgon runs past 


B81 on a Geelong cricket special. 8.1.84. (Paul Jordan) 


\ 


See ee 


| 


Above: X52-931 shunt motorail wagons prior to attaching to 
THE OVER L A ND the eastbound Overland at Adelaide station. Mon.26.12.83. 


Below: X50-933 pass the site of AN’s Keswick passenger 
IN ADELAIDE terminal and head office complex with the Adelaide bound 
Overland. Tues.27.12.83. (Both photos Greg King) 


| 
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Rollingstock 


Update on Train of Knowledge: A reader has sent 

Newsrail a detailed list of work expected to be carried 

out on the Train of Knowledge carriages, to allow the 

train to operate for a further three years. Each car will 
be painted carriage red and bear its original name on 
the side of the car. 

Dining Car 

1. Avoca dining car to be used after excepting the 
recommendations for its use from the Trading and 
Catering crew on the Train of Knowledge — Murray 
dining car as standby. 

2. Gas Ascot water heater to be replaced. 

3. Gas toaster to be replaced — both appliances old 
and dangerous. 

4. Improve ventilation in kitchen and pantry — extra 
ventilation in roof of car. 

5. Deep fryer to be removed — has not been used for 
a number of years — space will be used for storage 
of pots and pans. 

6. Freezer to be installed at saloon end of car — at pre- 
sent dining car has no freezer at ull. Use has to be 
made of freezer in Melville which has limited 
capacity. 

7. Upgrade public address system — extra speaker in 
centre of saloon. 

8. Replace kitchen floor covering which is presently 
lifting. 

Melville Power Car 

1. Improve power supply to service both Avoca and 
Moorabool. 


Carey Shower Car 

1. Remove the Bank safe which is presently in car — 
this is no longer used. 

2. Recess pipework to hot and cold taps behind the 
cover plate in each shower cubicle. 


Day or Lecture Car 

1. Moorabool buffet car to replace 43BPL as the day/ 
lecture car. 

2. Moorabool to be stripped internally leaving two 
compartments only. 

3. Suitable non-slip and easily cleaned floor covering 
installed. 

4. White board for notices, etc. to be installed at com- 
partment end. 

5. Seal exterior provisions door. 

6. Investigate provision of a diesel alternative unit to 
supply power. 43BPL to be placed on standby in 
case Moorabool is witheld from entering service 
until late 1984. 

Sleeping cars numbers 5-10, all non-airconditioned 

1. Seats to be re-upholstered where necessary. 

2. Taps in a number of compartments to be replaced 
— number of taps leak. 

3. Tail lamp brackets and taildiscs to be fitted to enable 
all cars to operate as terminal vehicles — at present 
cars 5 and 6 so fitted. 

4. Fit retention toilets. 

5. Fly wire screens not to be fitted — so allowing easier 
cleaning of windows. 

6. Pe safety glass to be installed in top of vestibule 

oors. 
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7. Strip conductors compartments of existing equip- 
ment — gas water heater — cupboards and sinks — 
this space to be used as storage area — car 6 to 
retain compartment. 

8. Investigate the installation of a pressure water 
system for cars 9 and 10 — at present these cars 
have to be watered from the roof. 

9. Original names to be repainted back on cars. Names 
are as follows: 

Car 5: Wando, built 1923, VR sleeper. 

Car 6: Acheron, built 1923, former joint stock 
sleepers. 

Car 7: Coliban, built 1923, former joint stock 
sleepers. ; 

Car 8: Inman, built 1923, former joint stock 
sleepers. 

Car 9: Pekina, built 1919, former joint stock 
sleepers. 

Car 10: Loddon, built, 1907, former joint stock 
sleepers. 


Note: The names of the cars were supplied by V/Line 
in December 1983. This differs from the list in January 
issue of Newsrail under ‘‘Named Sleeping Cars’ p.30. 
Car 6 is listed as /nman, further to that article, sleepers 
No. 1 to 4 are called Werribee, Indi, Ovensand Buchan 
and were built in 1928 at Newport. In 1937-38 Wer- 
ribee, Indi, Ovens, and Buchan were rebuilt at Newport 
with Stone’s Electro-Mechanical airconditioning and 
were re-issued to traffic without names, but were iden- 
tified as Nos. 1 to 4 respectively. Wando which was not 
altered was subsequently No. 5. 

This article on sleepers 1-5 came from Bulletin No.198 
April 1954, written by Mr L G Poole. Would any 
reader be able to supply Newsrail with the correct name 
for Car 6 as the list above is the names which V/Line 
are to put on each respective car? (GC) 


Long Harris train: At Martin & King, at least three of 
the long Harris cars are in the yard; numbers 891T, 
893T and 892? The cars are complete and would have 
been delivered some time after 22.1.84. The other Har- 
ris train containing 895T and 896T (renumbered 2895 
and 6T), were parked at Broadmeadows. It also con- 
tained 794M which was from the second long set. (GF) 


T Class minus valances: T class locos with valances 
cut away: T321, 333, 342, 343, 345, 413 (all first 
series); 358, 359, (both blue middle series), 350, 353, 
361 (V/Line middle series). All middle series, when 
overhauled, will be similarly treated. In addition, 321, 
345, 350, 353 and 361 have the new style windows on | 
the cab sides, (aluminium frame). (PD) 


V/Line locos in South Australia: 

Thurs.29.12.83: The Overland passenger train from| 
Melbourne was hauled into Adelaide by X47 and 
Alco unit 933. 

Fri.30.12.83: C504 and C508 with a Down Tailem| 
Bend goods train passed through Aldgate at 18 00, 
with guards van AVAYI17M at the end of the train. 

Sat.31.12.83: It was big power on the last day of the} 
year when, C505, C501 and 503 with a Down Tailem| 
Bend goods train, passed through Mt Lofty at 17 25, 
with guards van AVAY18V (still in red colour| 
scheme), at the end of the train. 
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Fri.6.1.84: Alco unit 958 leading C504, with a Tailem 
Bend bound goods train, passed through Aldgate at 
18 30. Guards van AVAY78A was at the end of the 
train. 

Fri.13.1.84: C504, X51 and Alco 966 with a Down 
Tailem Bend goods train, passed through Mt Lofty 
at 17 50 with two guards vans at the end of the train, 
AVAY40T and AVAY18V. This is the first time I 
have seen an X class locomotive on a goods train in 
SA. I think that 966 was probably being dead hauled 
but rather than risk error in the report, I have not 
commented. With the surprise of seeing the X class 
locomotive, I forgot to note whether the Alco was 
working! 

Thurs.29.12.83, VBPYS6P and VBPY115 which are 
both painted in tangerine and silver, to match the 
new N sets, were sighted in platform 13 Adelaide 
railway station. 

The following V/Line wagons have been sighted in SA 
during January 1984 with the check letter after the 
number and V/Line logo on the sides of the wagon: 
VFSX48P, VSFX65E, VSFX66N. (BMW) 


Loco alterations: 
Into service on the standard guage: 
L253: 29.10.83 
L252: 16.11.83 
GM27: 21.11.83 
GM728: 24.11.83 
GM23: 16.12.83 
GM24: 16.12.83. 
Standard gauge to broad gauge: 
X46: 24.10.83 
X54: 2.11.83 
X52: 18.11.83 
X51: 23.11.83 
X44: 3.1.84 
Y102: 24.10.83 (collision damage — to Newport) 
Y103: 15.11.83 
T410: 7.11.83 
Broad gauge to standard gauge: 
Y114: 5.11.83 
Y115: 15.11.83. 
F class alterations: 
| F212: Melbourne to Geelong, 9.8.83 
Geelong to Melbourne, 27.12.83 


| F201: Caught fire South Dynon 27.12.83. Set aside 
at South Dynon for scrap. 
| F211: Geelong to Melbourne, 16.1.84. 


X44 returns to broad gauge running: X44 returned to 
broad gauge running after a long period on standard 
| gauge on 9.1.84, running from Melbourne to Seymour 
and return. On 10.1, X44 ran a goods from Newport to 
Geelong and returned with a passenger train. Later 
that day it ran the Melbourne to Mildura Fruit Flyer 
arriving in Mildura in the morning on 11.1. (BMcL) 


| ARH. RAILWAY MUSEUM 


Open Sat. - Sun. and public holidays 2 - 5 pm 
Mid-week visits by arrangement: Tel. 596 3249 


Miniature Live Steam rides: 
4th Sunday of month — Feb. - Nov. 


| CHAMPION ROAD, NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


Sorry about that!: Further to Newsrail, p.281, October 
1983 and p.311, November 1983 under the heading 
““V/Line Passenger Carriages”’, there are a number of 
inaccuracies in the ‘‘Built”’ column, which should be 
corrected as listed hereunder. N.B. dates listed, are 
official Rollingstock Register dates. (Those sneaky lit- 
tle Gremlins!) 


Number — Built 

12ACN — 3/1982 should read 15SACN built 12/3/1982 
36ACN 17/12/1982 

28AE 14/10/1910 not 10/1909 
52AG 28/8/1908 should read 52AE 
SAS 14/11/1937 not 5/1940 
22AW 29/5/1914 not 7/1918 

1BCE 10/2/1910 not /1909 

2BCE 30/10/1909 

3BCE 19/4/1910 not /1909 

4BCE 30/10/1909 

SBCE 23/12/1909 

S5OBE 28/8/1906 

10BN 4/1/1982 not 2/8 

21BN 2/6/1982 not 5/82 

28BN 5/8/1982 not 10/82 

89BPL 28/11/1921 not /1918 
91BPL 9/12/1921 not /1918 

20BRN 2/6/1982 not 5/1982 

41BRN 24/3/1983 not 1/1983 
44BRN 19/4/1983 

45ACN = 30/3/1983 

46BRN 3/6/1983 

47BRN 17/6/1983 

48ACN 3/6/1983 

49BRN 21/7/1983 

SIACN 21/7/1983 

4BU Off register 15/1/1982 

5BU Off register 15/1/1982, body sold 12/1983 
9BU off register 15/1/1982 

13BU Off register 20/11/1981, broken up 10/6/1982 
14BU Off register 15/1/1982 

1VBK 17/9/1959 not 5/1959 

1VFK 2/6/1960 not 2/1960 

Sleeper 1 14/4/1928 

Sleeper 2 14/4/1928 

Sleeper 3 24/8/1928 

Sleeper 4 31/8/1923 

Avoca 21/4/1927 

Taggerty 12/12/1910 


(DMG) 


If YOU are interested in Railways why 
not join the 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Victorian Division 
Write to the MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 
BOX 5177AA, GPO, MELBOURNE 3001 


[ Why not subscribe and have Newsrail 
home delivered? 
DETAILS: 
A.R.H.S. Membership Officer, 
Box 5177AA, G.P.O. Melbourne, 3001 
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Works 


Fruit siding opens: A new fully integrated wholesale 
fruit and vegetable siding was officially opened at 
South Dynon on Tuesday, 6th December by Mr Jack 
Simpson, Assistant Minister of Transport and Mr Eric 
Kent, Minister of Agriculture. Facilities include direct 
transfer of produce from train to truck, on-site inspec- 
tion and minimum handling giving extra protection to 
produce. Traffic is initially expected to be around 
60,000 tonnes a year with most produce coming from 
northern New South Wales and Queensland. 

The new South Dynon siding reduces traffic bet- 
ween North Dynon where unloading previously took 
place, and the market, and eliminates trucks having to 
queue in Footscray Road. Versatility of the siding is 
underlined by an arrangement between V/Line and 
Melbourne Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Market MRS $)) 
Trust allowing siding facilities to be made available to seat AA AM " 
other freight industries. 22 pel alee foe in 

After fruit and vegetable operations are carried out od zi 1) At HENS Uitrewve fe 
between midnight and dawn, rail wagons are cleaned 3 SR ca, = ee ist 
and are ready for general traffic, increasing utilisation ©... Pree MEERA? ‘Seay SEP 
of the siding. (RB McA aie aaa a Phu ‘ 
New pedestrian crossing: Two new pedestrian rail REP Wh” , fies 
crossing with lights, booms and bells, has been com- Bre tae 
missioned north of Broadmeadows. One is about 500 4 f 
metres south of Barry Rd, and the other is 500 metres TN Bars 2 
north of Barry Rd. (GF) 


a 


Above: The railways may have abandoned the Nyora-Wonthaggi branch but local children haven’t, Glen Forbes. 
25.4.83. (R. Chapman) 

Below: A new bridge under construction to replace one of the large trestles just on the Ararat side of Avoca station. 
10.1.84. (Mal Austin) 


(S@alysiy SHYV) 
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- JOLIMONT AND 
-FLINDER ST 


Opposite above: Jolimont workshops and running repair shed. 


| Opposite below: Flinder St yard showing the employees foot- 
bridge from the electric running depot. The flat roof building on 
the right is the Metrol complex. 


| Above: Flinder St station and viaducts. The one on the left 

carries the St Kilda-Port Melbourne lines while on the right the 
| lines go to Spencer St. In this photo you can trace Victoria’s 
first railroad, from Flinder St to Port Melbourne. 


| Below: Flinder St storage yards just after the morning peak. 
_ Showing Tait, Harris, Hitachi and Comeng carsets. Near the 


top of the photo is a four car rebuilt Harris set. (All photos 
Robert Bramley) 


MARCH 1984 


93 


Taildisc 


Cold line: The Soviet authorities have built a new rail- 
way in the far north to open up an area of virtually 
untapped reserves of titanium, bauxite, copper and 
iron ores and potassium salt, Tass news agency report. 
The 120 km line, running from Synya to Usinsk in the 
subarctic Komi region, was vital to the future develop- 
ment of the Timan-Pechora industrial region, Tass 
said. The region also produces high-grade coal and 
a promising new oil and gas fields, it added. 
RB 


3801 to be restored: The pride of the New South Wales 
Steam era, 3801, will be restored and should be in 
working condition by the end of 1984. Announcing 
this exciting project the chief executive of the State 
Rail Authority, Mr David Hill, said, ‘‘We are delighted 
that this unique locomotive will again travel the tracks 
of NSW”’’. Restoration work will be carried out by the 
Hunter Valley training company, employing local out- 
of-work apprentices. (RB) 


What record?: In the December issue of Newsrail, 
p.349, there was a photograph, which was believed to 
be taken at Echuca. Mr Frank Sutton has advised 
Newsrail that the photograph is not in the Echuca 
Historical Society’s collection. However, according to 
Mr Sutton, on p.65 of Alfred S Kenyon’s The Story of 
the Mallee, a map shows a station called, ‘Avoca and 
Wycheproof’. The wool may have come to Echuca 
from this station, (1859 is the map date). There is also 
the town Avoca in Victoria, which may have been the 
site of the station. To complicate this puzzle, Tasmania 
also has an Avoca. 

552 is the highest number that can be seen on a bale. 
Is 522 a record for the number of bales of wool from 
one station? 


RAILWAY QUIZ 


Last month’s answer: In the days of steam, the X 
class measured 77'4'4" in overall length. The R class 
measured 77344". 


This month’s question: When was Flinders St and 
Spencer St connected by the viaduct? 


If YOU are interested in Railways why 
not join the 


AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Victorian Division 
Write to the MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 
BOX 5177AA, GPO, MELBOURNE 3001 


Do you find you have nothing to do on 
Tuesday nights? 


Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the Down 
platform at Windsor from 7.30 p.m. See you 
there! 


How many of our readers can remember the sign on Upwey | 
station on the occassion of the first 5'3” gauge train to | 


Belgrave. (R. Jackson) 
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SHOP 


® BOOKS @ MAGAZINES 

® BADGES ® RECORDS 

@ SLIDES @ PHOTOGRAPHS 
@ SECONDHAND MODELS 


632 BOURKE STREET, 
MELBOURNE, 3000 


Telephone: 67 2480 


BOOK REVIEW 


The Tarrawingee Tramway: By Cyril H Henshaw. 56 
pp. Covers somewhat more than an outline of the 
background to and history of this remote and now 
_ long-vanished 3 ft. 6 in. gauge line in the Broken Hill 
| district of western New South Wales. Between its card 
covers the author has gathered an array of facts and 
illustrations of this little-known line, which for most of 
| its life was worked by the Silverton Tramway Comp- 
any’s locomotives: firstly on behalf of its promoters, 
the Tarrawingee Flux and Tramway Company and 
later the New South Wales Government until its final 
closure and dismantling in 1930. 

The company disposed of its two locos soon after the 
line was opened for traffic, finding it more profitable to 
have it worked by the Silverton Tramway with which it 
junctioned end-on at Broken Hill. This arrangement 
continued under the line’s later Government owner- 
ship, no doubt to the satisfaction of both parties. 

Traces of the 40-mile line, dismantled in the 1930s 
are still readily apparent on the ground en route and at 
the Tarrawingee end, as evidenced by the photographs. 
/Unfortunately, although the Company’s original 
ownership of narrow gauge (2 ft) locomotives at the 
Tarrawingee quarries is mentioned briefly, the author 
has not pursued this line of inquiry. None the less, the 
booklet is as interesting and valuable record of early 
industrial development on the Barrier mining field. 

The booklet, published by Railmac Publications, PO 
Box 290, Elizabeth, SA, 5112, like others in this series, 
is well produced and reasonably priced at $4.90 
(postage extra). Copies will doubtless be available 
from Divisional Sales centres. (£7 Pocono). 
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Why not subscribe and have Newsrail 
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Box 5177AA, G.P.O. Melbourne, 3001 
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YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY I 
HOBBY CENTRE | 

490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 I 
I 

l 

4 
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Phone: (03) 723 1211 
OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 
CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 


TRAIN WORLD 


624 Hawthorn Road, ‘East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. 
OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 
Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. 


| Model Trains from U.S.A/U.K. Good range always in stock. I 
New and used models. Bankcard welcome. 1 


HOBBYCRAFT 


for Model Railways 
“N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 


1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 
Phone: (03) 80 3241 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


WANTED TO SELL 


On aie to highest bidder. Engine Plates A2 986. Cast 
lron-Brass. Phone: (053) 32 2371 between 6 pm to 7 pm 
Mon. to Thurs. only until May 30th, or mail to 221 Ascot 
St, Ballarat. 


ZL guard’s van in eaad Bandition ior see Availabla-t in 
Mansfield area. Best offer accepted. Phone 561 4422. 


_.__ WANTED TO BORROW _ 


Beta or VHS ‘Zamber! Express’ as seen pacentiys on 
television. Every care taken. Contact lan Clark, 
342 3307 business hours. 
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NEW ADVERTISING RATES 
(applicable from February’s issue) 
RATE/ISSUE 


BUSINESS CARD 
50 mm x 76 mm 


BUSINESS NAME 
25 mm x 76 mm 


QUARTER PAGE 
76 mm x 108 mm 


$18.00 $24.00 $45.00 
HALF PAGE FULL PAGE 
152 mm x 108 mm 152 x 216 mm 
$70.00 $120.00 


If advertisements are taken in six or more issues in any one 
calendar year a discount of 10% will be allowed. 
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THIS MONTH’S NEW 


SOUTHERN PRESS TITLES 


A New Zealand Railway Album ............. $3.25 
New Zealand Railways Road Services ....... $4.40 
Cook Strait Ferry Story ...............005. $3.25 
Bush Tram to the Mill .................-4- $4.50 
Memories of Steam on the North Island 
Main Trunk) sces caw Sake d bake e ade ee ta tate $5.00 
West of the Tararuas ................-0-5- $4.55 
Working with Steam ............. 00000000 $4.25 
AIIM soi hc ence rnd Pits Sea ha Aenea dee M4, Siece $2.95 
Railway Electrification in New Zealand ...... $2.50 
Prices of Thames ................00-00005 $8.50 
cup ine 
Ses, 
——— 
=e 
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T-SHIRTS 


White or Cream. Colour prints of N.S.W. XPT, 48 class; 
VR. C class; S.A.R. 520 class; ANR 830; C.R. NSU; 
Westrail K; Qld. 2400. 

Size— 1, 2,4 


padded = dab 
pene 


HATS 


One size, adjustable baseball type. 
Any of the above designs 


A.N. corporate logo 


Jt, JE: JO 
HEART 


Qowenirs 


Printed by Magenta Press Pty. Ltd. 


RELEASE 


RAILMAC PUBLICATIONS 


Quorn Line Album ............ 000.0000 ee $4.90 
The Tarrawingee Tramway ................ $4.90 
Bus Fleets: V.T.A. Sydney and Newcastle .... $2.90 
Bus Fleets: Action Canberra ............... $1.90 
ARHS Publication: 

Along the Line in Tasmania Book 2 ......... $4.50 
Railways of the Canberra and Monaro 

DISthiCtS: 2-4 sl dh. .tes!alcleawaitensctss duy.dgeeneear oe $7.95 
ANDERSON AND COTTERALL 

Rails in Transition N.S.W. 

Steam to Diesel .......... 0.0.00 00 00 eee $12.95 
D & L RAILWAY PUBLICATIONS 

Number by Number ..................0005 $3.20 
Shed: by*SHEG! =i asaees. a eertiapenacdgant adel een $4.90 
Shed by Shed) 2... ccc s acdacels bs vusranttna vote $3.90 
Richard Derry’s Railway Diary ............. $4.90 
Western Stock Lists........... 0.0.0.0 000 $1.90 
OTHER TITLES STILL AVAILABLE 

Railways of the 20th Century ............. $36.95 
Observers’ Book of 

British Steam Locomotives ................ $5.95 
Observers’ Book of 

Steam Locomotives in Australia ............ $5.95 
Trains in Trouble Vol.1..............00005 $6.95 
Trains in Trouble Vol.2..............00005 $6.95 
Trains in Trouble Vol.3................005 $6.95 
Menvof Steams... cna s8 ecaea ghwa wad Phew $6.95 
Steam‘Shed Portrait. i.i0 f.a.0 Hea cata $6.95 
ASSORTED TECHNICAL BOOKS 

Introducing Model Steam Locomotive 

CONSTRUCTIONS ss tussyc-g accnaene Sie equa a “ba alae ee $15.95 
Building Model Railways ................. $15.95 
Collectors’ Guide to Model Railways ....... $11.95 
Narrow Gauge Railway Modelling.......... $17.50 
Model Locomotive Construction ........... $12.50 
Locomotives | Have Known ............... $47.95 
Simple Model Locomotive Building — 

MUG Mepek 45. Prashas Ses cree acs Pes Net ascend ao acng akc ase Agee $17.95 
L.B.S.C.’s Shop, Shed and Road .......... $13.50 
Model Locomotive Valve Gears ........... $10.50 
Caribou 0-8-0 Canadian Switcher ......... $12.50 
EVEMIN GE STAN a iascie Sle al ahah dated doa) ergdecdiigvgn aa ars 18.95 
Princess Marina L.M.S. 260 ............... $5.75 
ROD IROY: sis ica wie aoe ehlses Beatie aatedteass $12.50 
Simplex 0-6-0 Tank .............0000 000% $11.50 
Speedy G.W. 0-6-0 Tank Engine ........... $5.75 
NMiRG Ital ales cc tyrtrosn sayuste anlsheristn pictes, niche ade ene $15.95 
Building the Allchin ..................00. $22.50 
Scale Model Traction Engine Building 

featuring Minnie ........... 0.00.00. ee eee $15.95 


All orders please add $1.50 packing and postage 
and send to: 


35 TODD STREET 
P.O. BOX 1013 
ALICE SPRINGS 5750 


TELEPHONE 
(089) 52 7327 


NEWSRAIL 


